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Welcome

David C. Harvey, executive director 



Hill Training 

• Federal Policy Update

• How You Can Engage 

• Logistics for Meetings 

• Talking Points 



Federal Policy 
Update



What Has (and Hasn’t!) 
Changed in Washington

Changed
• New 
Administration

• Dramatic shift in 
tone

• Major focus on 
repealing ACA

Still the Same 
• Congress in Single 
Party Control (but 
narrower 
majorities)

• Focus on Cutting 
Federal Non-
Defense Funding  



Comments on ACA Repeal

“Repeal and replace will be the slogan for 
the fall,” -Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), March 
2010

“We will immediately repeal and replace 
ObamaCare”-Candidate Trump, February 2015

“Next year, we are going to unveil a plan to 
replace every word of Obamacare” -Speaker 
Paul Ryan (R-WI), December 2015



Budget? Appropriations? 
Which??

• Budget= Parameters
• Determines top-line funding numbers
• Caps for Appropriations Committees

• Appropriations = $$
• 12 separate funding bills
• Labor, Health, and Human Services (HHS)

funds most health-related

• FY17 Appropriations: May 2017
• $5M cut to STD Prevention



President’s FY18 Budget 
Proposal

• Does not have the force of law! 

• Sets out priorities

• Starting point of the budget and 
appropriations process (typically released 
in February)

• Proposed cuts:
• STD Prevention at CDC: $22 M (17%)
• HIV Prevention and Testing at CDC: $640 M 

(19%)



Affordable Care Act



House FY18 Appropriations 

• Very low top-line spending allocations 
($5B below FY17)

• Passed Committee July 13

• Level-funds 
• STD Prevention at CDC
• HIV Prevention at CDC
• Ryan White Program



Senate FY18 Appropriations 

• Passed Committee September 7
• Level-funds: 

• STD Prevention at CDC
• HIV Prevention at CDC
• Ryan White Program
• Title X Family Planning 
• Minority AIDS Initiative 
• Teen Pregnancy Prevention Initiative



What’s Happening Now

• Taxes, taxes, taxes
• Federal funding: Next steps unclear
• Another continuing resolution likely

• Through end of 2017, maybe into 2018

• Any final deal will come quickly, negotiated 
behind the scenes



Perfect timing!

• Here during “conference committee” time

• Now is when leadership is making funding 
the best experts odds predictions decisions

• Possibility for top-line funding increases,
additional $ for LHHS

• Momentum after 2016 STD Surveillance
Report– highest ever STD rates

https://oddslot.com/odds/


How You Can 
Engange



Lobbying

• Cannot use federal or state funds to 
lobby

• As a public employee, limitations to 
activities while on official time

• Cannot lobby



But!

Not all interaction with 
policymakers is lobbying!



Repeat! 

Not all interaction with 
policymakers is lobbying!



Repeat! 

Not all interaction with 
policymakers is 

lobbying!



Education = 



Education? Lobbying? 
Whaaat?

• Education: providing facts, data, reports, 
studies, program descriptions, and  
budget information, without making a 
specific recommendation on a piece of 
pending policy.

• Lobbying: opposing or supporting a 
specific policy, law or standard; 
requesting more money



Education 

Policy-related activities are not lobbying so 
long as they do not include a “direct 
appeal” to decision-makers or to the 

general public



Example 
National STD rates are at 20 year highs and the 
Division of STD Prevention has not seen a 
funding increase since 2003.  Rates of 
infectious syphilis in Iowa have increased 
almost 250% in the last 5 years.  In order to 
address these rates, Iowa Department of 
Health is working with partners to ensure STD 
screening is increased.  If a 17% cut were to be 
enacted, we would need to cut 5 staff.  This is 
why you need to increase STD prevention 
funding in the FY18 funding bill.  
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Hill Logistics, What 
to Expect 



Traveling to the Hill
• Maps are provided in your folders 

• Directly after this training, we will travel to 
the Metro to travel to the Hill 

• Will need to go through security (metal 
detectors) to get into Hill Office Buildings 



Info on The Hill Buildings 
• Senate buildings: Russell, Dirksen, Hart

All connected, do not need to go outside to travel 
between

• House buildings: Cannon, Longworth, Rayburn 
All connected, do not need to go outside to travel 
between

• Will need to go outside to travel between 
House and Senate buildings (about 20 mins)

• Cafeterias/cafes in: 
• Senate: Russell and Dirksen
• House: Longworth and Rayburn 



Logistics for Meetings
• You have a list of the meetings NCSD has 
scheduled for you in your folders

• List includes meeting time, office name, 
staffer you’ll be meeting with, and meeting 
location

• Also provided you with materials for 
meetings

• Give these to the staffers, adding any materials 
you may have brought



Talking Points 



TAGUP- 10/10/10
Tell Your Story

Ask Questions & Engage

Get Commitments & Follow UP 10/10/10

10 minutes for: 
Stories

Questions
Getting Commitments



General Meeting Outline

1. Introductions
2. Tell Story of State in Simple Language

• Follow 10/10/10 Rule but be flexible and expect 
the unexpected

• Give no more than 3 examples of what will 
happen if there is a cut

• Talk about the REAL funding needed to combat 
STDs

3. Get Commitments



Brief Group Activity 

• Take a few minutes, write down 5-7 talking 
points you would like to use on your Hill 
visits 

• After 5 mins, we’ll have you turn to your 
neighbor and practice your talking points  



Questions? 
Text us with any problems! 

Rebekah Horowitz 
215-964-7452

Stephanie Arnold Pang
612-220-2446
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