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Ethnography



Stories are:
 tools for advocacy

 data

 fuel



Stories



Telling Sexual Stories: Power, 
Change, and Social Worlds

“…the world of stories is much larger than a mere focus 
on narrative—overflowing to the social and political 
conditions that generate some stories and note others, 
enabling some to be heard and not others. A sociology of 
stories seeks to understand the role of stories in social 
life” [Plummer 1995, 31]

Kenneth Plummer (1995)



“We’re here, we’re queer"
- Queer Nation, 1990



#MeToo



Uses of Stories in Public Health
Tony L. Whitehead (1997)

“Urban Low-Income African American Men, HIV/AIDS, and Gender 
Identity” Medical Anthropology Quarterly 11(4): 411-447.

John J. Potterat, Stephen Q. Muth, and R. Perry Bethea (2000)
“Chronical of a Gang STD Outbreak Foretold” Free Inquiry 28(1)

Wendy Hussey (2006)
“Slivers of the journey: the use of Photovoice and storytelling to 
examine female to male transsexuals' experience of health care 
access.” Journal of homosexuality 51(1): 129-158.



Stories and…
 the context in which they circulate
 reactions
 their interpretations
 the ideological work they do





Usher 
Raymond



“NEW $10 MIL LAWSUIT FOR EXPOSING 
WOMAN TO STD” TMZ 7/21/17

Usher had sex with a woman earlier this year who had no idea he was exposing her to 
Herpes... according to a new lawsuit she's filed for millions of dollars.

According to the suit, filed by a Jane Doe, she and Usher hooked up in Atlanta on April 16 at 
her home. She says there was some heavy petting, some kissing, and she performed oral sex 
on him. 

They eventually had intercourse, and she says he wore a condom.

However, in the docs, obtained by TMZ, she says they had sex again 12 days later -- this time 
in a New Orleans hotel room -- and they did not use a condom.

Cut to this month ... when Jane Doe says she read news reports about Usher admitting in 
docs, connected to an earlier legal case, that he has Herpes Simplex 2.

In this new suit, the woman does not say she's infected. She is concerned because she 
was "exposed" and says she wouldn't have had sex with Usher if he'd disclosed he has 
the virus.











Stories Matter
Who tells it, how they tell it, what 
those stories do…



Bring flesh to the 
numbers.
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